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The Guides of God. 

The path of Ufa we wmlk today 

la BtmnRe u that the Hebrews trod ; 
We need the shadowing rook m they , 

We Deed like them the guides of God. 
God send Hi* angels, cloud and Are, 

To lead us o'er the desert send t 
God jive our bean* their loaf deeire, 

Hla shadow In a weary land ) 

— Whtttler. 


Loulnille, Ohio. 

Saturday, May 7th, found us 
amongst tbe Brethren at Louis- 
ville, Ohio. We came here to 
bold a brief meeting. We were 
under promise to come here ever 
since oar Sunday School Con- 
vention in hut May. Oar cir- 
cumstances were such that we 
were unable to fulfill our promise 
until now. ■ 

We found things here in good 
working order, and the most waa 
made of oar short ■toy here. 

We preached every evening 
with three day services, trom 
Saturday until the following Fri- 
day. We have no accessions to 
report, bnt we leave tbe effort in 
the hands of the Lord. 

It we will take the congrega- 
tion and the feeling manifested 
od the last evening aa a criterion, 
we must conclude that our visit 
was mutually profitable. Your 
fa amble servant waa at least 
cheered up aid encouraged con- 
siderably by the seal audi enthu- 
siasm of the members. 

One very grand feature about 
this congregation that needs 
special notice is the singing. 
There are some good singers 
here, and they throw their whole 
soul into the work. They have 
a nice organ here which they nse 
to great advantage. The organ- 
ist, sister Bertha Hang is young, 
but she fills her position well, 
and ia a credit to the church. 
Then under the leadership of 
Bro. Wyrich and Sister Sarah 
Eeim, they dispense some grand 
mnsio. Where a congregation 
does this, it relieves the officiat- 
ing minister of much anxiety and 
labor. 

We were not at all disco u rag 
ed, we merely adjourned oar pro- 
tracted effort until Sunday, Oc- 
tober the 9th, to give every one 
ample opportunity to attend to 
and complete the secular duties 
that demand their argent indi- 
vidual attention. 

The Louisville chnroh consists 
of about ninety members, from 
the octogenarian to the young 
maiden not yet in her teens. 
The ministers are Bro. Josiah 
Eeim and Lewis Hang. They 
have a substantial commodious 
honse that cost them over $3000. 
Beside this they hare donated 
nearly $1400 to relieve tbe pres- 
ent debt of Ashland College, be- 
side what was given to build it. 
They have their regular prayer 
and social meetings, and a thriv- 
ing, live Sabbath School, They 
are alive to the mission cense 
also, we brought with us $4 
more, which makes in all about 
$25, that this congregation bas 
contributed to tbe Ohio Mission 
lund. All this speaks favorable 
* {or the progressive tendencies of 
the Louisville church. 

Louisville by the way is quite 
a progress town with a popula- 
tion of between 1900 and 1800. 


There are 5 different churches 
there, — Reformed, Roman Cath- 
olic, River Brethren, United 
Brethren and tbe Brethren. The 
Catholics are strong, having a 
congregation of about 800 mem- 
bers. They have also an Orphan 
Asylum, which shelters over 100 
little waifs. 

About eleven jean ago this 
little town gained quite a noto- 
riety by a plucky contest with 
one of the most prominent rail- 
road corporations of the country. 
The Pittsburg, Port Wayne and 
Chicago branch of the great 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company 
goes through the town. In 1876 
as they were doing quite a little 
business, they considered they 
were entitled to greater privileges 
than they were having then, and 
respectfully asked the company 
to grant it them. They however 
would do nothing, and probably 
the officials did not treat their 
request as the people thought 
it ought to be treated, ao they 
were determined to try to bring 
them to terms. The town pass- 
ed an ordinance thst the trains 
should not travel through the 
corporation faster than 4 miles 
an hour. They notified the com- 
pany of this, but they paid no 
attention to it They rushed 
through with their usual speed. 
The authorities then went down 
■topped one of the fast train*. 
and arrested the conductor and 
engineer, who were fined $25. 
The railroad then discontinued 
Louisville as a sUtion, and 
would sell uo tickets for or from 
it, and no trains would stop only 
to put off and take on mail. 
However they atill compelled 
them to comply with tbe 4 mile 
ordinance through the corpora- 
tion. Even the fast trains had 
to comply to the letter of the 
law. They soon got tired of this, 
and now they have their privi- 
leges and are en good terms. It 
is not often that we find little 
towns of this size that have the 
pluck to stand up and bring one 
of the strongest railroad combi- 
nations io the world to terms. 
This sneaks well tor their quality 
whatin England would be called 
pluck. 

Lonisville ia not behind the 
time either in other matters, she 
has fallen a victim to the gas- 
well epidemic and expects to 
sink several wells. One of her 
citizens, , our Brother Snyder, 
has now invented a railroad 
crossing signal, which bide fair 
to bring Louisville again into 
prominence with the railroad. 
The signs! is simple, cheap and 
thoroughly practical, and pro- 
nounced by those who are com- 
petent judges to be the "every 
thing." To show what ia 
thought of it, it ia only necessary 
to state that he has refused an 
offer of $26,000 for it. It was 
expected to give it a trial this 
week, and we hope by this time 
it is counted amongst the rail- 
road improvements of the age. 

During our stay there, one 
morning we went into a barber 
shop. While I was being oper- 
ated on, a man came in and com- 
menced a con venation with the 
barber that culminated in giving 
me an insight to the barber's 


knowledge of tbe Brethren. 
By the way I should state at the 
beginning that tbe knight of the 
razor knew more about the 
billiard room a and an eh places 
than he did about tbe churches. 
"I see yon have a tailor's estab- 
lishment across the street," said 
the new comer. "Oh yes," re- 
plied the barber, "bnt he only 
makes clothes that fastens with 
hooks and eyes." "Ladies' gar- 
ments I" interrogated the strang- 
er. "No, indeed, men's," was 
tbe reply, "he makes clothes for 
the Amish'; By this time I 
ventured to ask if they still wore 
hooks and eyes for buttons in 
that locality. Then the barber, 
as all barbers are want to do, 
volunteered to inform me more 
thoroughly on this noint. He 
told me of some of their pecu- 
liarities in dress, etc., and how 
they bad become divided. Than 
realising that I waa ao ignorant 
on this matter, be continued to 
enlighten' me, and closed his 
important communication by 
telling me in all earnestness and 
in a kind of confidential con- 
descending tone," that one fac- 
tion of these Amish people had 
built a church in the east part of 
town." He waa now referring 
to the Brethren, and then con- 
tinued, "Bnt they are a way up, 
and were acting something like 
other people, for they wore but- 
tons." The last sentence was 
ottered with an emphasis that 
implied that it waa an important 
matter. This only gives an idea 
of how wilfully and onpardonably 
ignorant some people are of re 
ligious matters. I can imagine 
what the poor man's confusion 
would be when told that he was 
shaving one of tbe preachers of 
that class that "wore buttons." 
Edward Mason. 


Manrertown, Va. 

To a country preacher Fhila 
delphia has many points of inter- 
est. Here we find life with its ex- 
treme wealth and poverty. Our 
brethren, as far as I could see 
and understand occupied a pretty 
good medium, comfortable in 
this world's goods, bnt we believe 
rush in the grace ot Christian 
life. From what we could see 
and hear we came to tbe conctn 
sion, principle and not tradition 
did its work here. For surely 
the dress question could never 
have brought about this fraternal 
rupture. How strange that t Lie 
female hat is sinful only in some 
localities ! It is only a geograph- 
ical question. Should yon hap- 
pen in the city of brotherly love 
or in some section of Virginia it 
ia admissible. It depends upon 
the ruling planet. Tbe Star of 
A. M. is so changeable and caste 
so many colors that we can easi- 
ly be deceived. Should we fail 
to study the compass and ebb the 
flowing of the tide. 

The Convention. — Of course 
we in Virginia are anxiously 
looking forward to tbe time when 
tbe Grand Army of the Gospel 
will review their work and agree 
upon some method which may 
lead us on to further victories, to 
the encouragement of the newly 
enlisted, as well as the old veter- 
ans of tbe cross. This surely 


csn be done where all drink from 
the fountain of love. If the bat- 
talion in Old Virginia bas camp 
ed o.i "schismatics!" ground, 
wavered or retreated, we pray 
for divine grace to enable them 
to receive with becoming meek- 
ness and brotherly love tbe stric- 
tures Bro, Holsinger or some 
other proficient officer may see 
proper to dictate. Indeed I take 
the liberty in behalf of Virginia 
soldiers to say they do not wish 
to be "schismatic," and wherein 
they ha *e erred it has been by 
the bead and not ot the heart. 
They have fought under tbe 
scathingfireofecclesiastical sa- 
tire and tradition, being locked 
from the place where tbey once 
worshipped the grand Master of 
Peace, passing through this 
dreadful ordeal, have we stopped 
to rest on scbismatical and en- 
chanted ground ? As one ol the 
color beat ere of this Qoapel 
srmy, I say "hands up" and 
shout for the "Gospel of Christ 
which ia the power of God unto 
salvation." Give us more doc- 
trinal preaching and writing. 
Let the world know we are a 
separate people, zealous in good 
works. Preach Christ and him 
crucified. Don't be ashamed 
that our Matter taught feet-wash- 
ing, non -swearing, non combs 
tivenesa, as well as trine immer- 
sion. And don't forget to tell 
that Paul tangbt non-conformity 
Let our slaters sometimes hear 
that the plain hat baa been chang. 
ed to a heavy and well- pi timed 
neat of dead birds. Let pride be 
fought under whatever head it 
may be found. Jewelry helongB 
to the world, let them wear it. 
We may run trom one extreme 
to the other. Commune only 
with such ss you understand the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
has instituted in his church. 

I hope that Virginia and our 
sister state, Maryland, will be 
fully represented at the Conven- 
tion. Let each congregation 
(which ia the best we can do now 
in the absence of state confer- 
ences) be represented. Place in 
your suggestions, queries, etc., 
and let us have concert of action 
throughout tbe brotherhood. 
Would like to see the entire 
brotherhood re -adopt the pro- 
gressive principles defined and 
live np to them. Let all pray lor 
the wisdom from above that we 
may go on to victory. 

E. B. SHAVfB, 


snal Meeting Role, and aa long 
as any church is tied to Annual 
Meeting apron strings, that 
church is not the Brethren 
church. 

A very Reasonable Request. — 
We are issuing a new edition of 
the Church-Members Hand- Book. 
The 4th thousand it now in press. 
The advertisements have been 
taken ont and ths three pages 
filled with good articles. It is 
bound in a new cover and make* 
a neater appearance than ever. 
We will send fifteen copies for $1, 
which will give you ftOotetor sell- 
ing them. I want every preach- 
er who has not done so to sell us 
a package. I am making a per- 
sonal request. It will cost yon 
nothing and will be a help to as. 
You are doing good and helping 
a good cause. If 20 copies are 
sold and $2 sent, we will send a 
copy ot "Live Coals" tree, We 
are uo longer doing this for leas 
than 20 copies, and we do not 
know how long this may last. If 
there is any other book you 
would like to have, let ue know. 
We are willing to help you to 
help us. 

Rather an Indefinite Object. — 
One of the editorials says ths ob- 
ject of the Convention is to ac- 
knowledge the common brother- 
hood ot man. I was under the 
impression that we bad already 
made such an acknowledgement 
in accepting the gospel as our 
guide, which teaches us that God 
made all nations ot one blood, 
and which tells us to go and 
preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture. Tbe cause of our meeting 
in my judgment is to fix on some 
good method by wbicb the object 
already acknowledged can be ac- 
complished. What we want is, 
not to say go. We have done 
this, but we want to know how 
the work can better be done. 
J. D. MoFadxh. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Things In General— Some Things 
In Particular. 
Looking at ns with the Blind 
Eye. — Lord Nelsom, on one occa- 
sion, was told to stop going after 
the enemy when he saw a certain 
signal displayed. He was blind 
in one eye. On his attention be- 
ing called to the signal, he put 
his blind eye to the glass and de- 
clared he did not see the signal. 
Some of our Conservative friends 
are looking at us with the blind 
eye and fail to aee us aa a church, 
but others have been brought 
face to face with facta and begin 
to appreciate tbe fact that there 
ia an organized Brethren church 
in Philadelphia. The fact may 
aa well be faaed now as any oth- 
er time. We are opposed to An 


A Church Letter. 

The Brethren ot the Bear 
Creek church, in their late quar- 
terly council meeting, May 7th, 
dismissed J . P. Martin from the 
pastoral labors at the Bear Creek 
church and granted him tbe fol- 
lowing letter : 

"This ia to certify that J, P. 
Martin, formerly a member of 
the Brethren church at Bear 
Creek, Montgomery Co., Ohio, 
has not acted in good faith to- 
ward said church, in conspiring 
against the peace and welfare of 
the Brethren church, and expreaa- 
ing the intention ot creating a 
division therein. Therefore by 
tbe authority of the church we 
dismiss him from the Brethren 
church," 

M. C. KiifiiiL, Sec. 

Signed by order ot the Church. 


Elkhart, Isd. 

Tbe brethren at Dun laps will 
hold their communion services 
on June 4th, the Lord willing, 
commencing at six o'clock. We 
extend a cordial invitation to all 
neighboring brethren and sisters 
to be with ns. 

Samuxx Mountjoy, Clerk. 


Facta are the fingers of God. — 
Dr. A. T. Pierson. 




